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The woodpecker family lias attracted our attention all winter by its 
many representatives, as follows : — 

Logcock (Hylotomus pileatus), downy woodpecker (Picus pubescens) 
yellow-bellied woodpecker (Sphyrapicus varius), red-bellied woodpecker 
(Centurus Oarolinus), golden-winged woodpecker (Colaptes auratus). 

Among the birds of prey we have observed the barn owl (Strix 
flammea var. pratincold), barred owl (Syrnium nebulosum), and screech- 
owl (Scops asio), and the red-shoudered buzzard (Buteo lineatus). The 
latter feeds in confinement upon dead animals furnished it, but we found 
by experiment upon a specimen we had procured that it did not do well 
upon such food, for it died in a week from the time of its capture. 

Here we find the turkey-buzzard (Oathartes aura) very plentiful. 
Mourning doves (Zenaidura Oarolinensis), wild turkeys (Meleagris 
gallopavo), quails (Oriyx Virginia?ius), pigeons (Ectopistes migratorius), 
and mallard ducks (Anas boschas) are our winter game birds. The first 
of February finds the farmer in this region sowing oats and planting* 
early garden seeds. At this time, we may say, our winter is over, and 
our summer birds will soon be with us again. — H. S. Reynolds, Jud- 
sonia, "White Co., Arkansas. 

The Red-Headed Woodpecker Carnivorous. — A friend who 
resid.es in Humboldt County, this State, gives me the following particu- 
lars of an unusual occurrence : During the summer of 1876 he raised a 
large number of black Cayuga ducks. It was noticed that while the 
birds were still very young, many of them disappeared, one after the 
other, and the bodies of several were found with the brains picked out. 
On watching carefully to ascertain the cause, a red-headed woodpecker 
(Melaneopes eryihrocephalus) was caught in the act. He killed the ten- 
der duckling with a single blow on the head, and then pecked out and ate 
the brains. Though my friend was an enthusiast in protecting the birds 
and squirrels that came about his premises, this provocation was too 
much ; the shot gun was brought into use, and his ducks were saved 
from further molestation by a process by which the woodpeckers were 
" thinned out some." — Charles Aldrich, Webster City, Iowa. 

ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Anthropological News. — The course of lectures on anthropology, 
commenced in November last at the Anthropological Institute of Paris, 
has succeeded beyond the expectation of its founders. In the institute 
are united three organizations of separate origin : the Society of An- 
thropology ; the Laboratory of Anthropology, founded by M. Broca in 
1867, and which has since been attached to L'Ecole des Hautes 
Etudes ; and the School of Anthropology, founded by private subscrip- 
tion, and sustained by an annual appropriation of twelve thousand francs. 

Upon the recommendation of the faculty of medicine, the minister of 
public instruction has placed at the disposal of the Institute the upper 
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portion of the Church of the Gray Friars, leaving to them the expense 
of fitting up the rooms, etc., which has amounted to about fifty thousand 
francs. In this structure are united the library, the laboratory, the 
lectures, and the museum, all of which are public. There is nothing 
wanting to make the course complete. The museum, which results from 
the union of that of the Society of Anthropology (twelve hundred skulls) 
and that of the laboratory (twenty-three hundred skulls, skeletons of 
individuals belonging to different races and of primates, skulls of mam- 
mals, prehistoric remains, and anthropological instruments), furnishes to 
the student the richest material for study, and to the professor all the 
means of demonstration necessary. We have already mentioned the 
opening address of M. Broca and the programme. The following table 
is M. Mortillet's scheme of prehistoric anthropology : — 



Times. 


Ages. 


Periods. 


Epochs. 




o 


of Iron. 


Merovingian. 


Waberian, Merovingian, Burgundian, Germanic. 




Roman. 


Champdolian, Roman decadence. 




Lugdunian, Roman flourishing. 


8 


1 

© 

M 


Galatian. 


Marnian, Gallic, 3d Lacustrian. 




Hallstattian, Epoch of Tumuli, 1st Epoch of Iron. 




2 


of 
Bronze. 


Bohemian. 


Larnaudian, Epoch of the Forge, Upper 2d Lacustrian. 
Morgian, Epoch of the Foundry, Lower 2d Lacustrian. 




of 
Stone. 


Neolithic. 
Polished Stone. 


Robenhausian, 1st Lacustrian, Epoch of Dolmens. 




PalseoUthie. 
Flaked Stone. 


Magdalenian, nearly all in Caverns, Epoch of the Reindeer 
almost exclusively. 


It 

1 

o 
<2 


Solstre"an, Epoch of the Reindeer and Mammoth partly. 


Mouste"rian, Epoch of the Cave-bear. 




Acheul^an, Epoch of the Mammoth. 




Eolithic. 
Fire-flaked Stone. 


Thenaisian, Tertiary. 



Attention has previously been called to an original paper in the 
Smithsonian Report for 1875, by C. C. Abbott, M. D., on the Stone 
Age in New Jersey. The first thing that strikes one in reading the paper 
is the result that may be obtained in an uninviting field by perseverance. 
Dr. Abbott has found over ten thousand stone implements in New 
Jersey, embracing rude objects of unknown use, grooved axes, celts, 
hatchets, " lance-heads," " hunting-spear heads," " fishing-spear heads," 
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arrow-points, knives, " skinning-knives," scrapers, hammers, " chisels 
and gouges," drilling stones, " breastplates," " gorgets," " banner-stones," 
" sculptures," pipes, pottery, paint-cups, hoes and shovels, " corn mills,'' 
mortars and pestles, " poggamoggons " and net-sinkers, " flaking-ham- 
mers," and polishing tools. There is manifested throughout the article 
a commendable zeal for North American archaeology, though, perhaps, 
too great a fondness for classification and inventing new names, an un- 
due confidence in the ascertained use of certain doubtful forms, and, 
above all, a too hasty adoption of the generalizations of some English 
and French archaeologists, with reference to the order of culture on our 
continent. But as we need some adventurous spirits to peer into dark 
places, these venial faults must not deter us from commending the zeal 
of Dr. Abbott, and bidding all such " to go up and possess the land." 

The next meeting of the Congres International des Americanistes 
will be held at Luxemburg, September 10-13, 1877. The following is 
the programme in full : — 

History. The civil legislation of Mexico under the Aztecs and of 
Peru under the Incas compared. Critical examination of the sources 
of the history of Central America. Discovery and colonization of 
Brazil. When and why the New World was called America. 

Archaeology. General characteristics of the Maya architecture in 
Yucatan. Of the use of copper in ante-Columbian America. The 
mound-builders, their origin, antiquity, civilization, and history. 

Linguistics. Peculiar characteristics of the Tapi-Guarani family. 
The grammar of American languages compared with that of the Uralo- 
Altaic languages. Eskimo dialects compared with other languages of 
America and with those of Asia. 

Palaeography. Decipherment of Maya inscriptions and manuscripts. 
Of the phonetic element in Mexican writing. To what period of Amer- 
ican history do the paintings called Mexican hieroglyphics belong ? To 
indicate, as far as possible, the date of the most ancient documents 
known in that writing. To show what influence was exerted on the 
development and use of the Mexican figurative paintings by the arrival 
of the Spaniards. 

Anthropology and Ethnography. Of the antiquity of man in America. 
Of the tradition of the deluge in America, and particularly in Mexico. 
Ethnographic classification of the inhabitants of Guiana. 

M. Bertrand contributes to the Bulletin de la Societe d' Anthropologic, 
1876, pages 100 and 173, papers upon the first Celtic tribes known to 
the Greeks, who are the only people to mention the Celts previously 
to 200 b. c. Following up the theme, on page 128 of the same volume, 
M. Gustave Lagneau has a paper upon the Ethnic Distinction between 
the Celts and the Gaels, and their Migrations to the South of the Alps. 
Whatever comes from the pen of this distinguished author is worthy of 
the highest commendation. The copious references to authorities are a 
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praiseworthy feature of this treatise. In the Bulletin, page 113, is a 
communication from E. T. Hamy, on The Negritos of Borneo, which 
also refers to authorities, and is accompanied by two tables, one of 
cranial and the other of facial measurements. A paper in the Bulletin, 
page 145, upon excavations in the dolmen of l'Aumede (Lozere), is in- 
teresting on account of a discussion which grew out of it with reference 
to cremation in dolmens of this description, and evidences of syphilis. — 
O. T. Mason. 

GEOLOGY AND PALAEONTOLOGY. 

The Discovery of Ljelaps in Montana. — The carnivorous Di- 
nosauria were the largest and most formidable flesh-eating animals that 
ever lived on the earth, the Garnivora of the present day being com- 
paratively insignificant. In the Triassic period the gigantic Bathygna- 
tkus reduced the numbers of the reptilian life ; and in the Jurassic the 
equally huge Megalosaurus devoured the herbivorous Iguanodon, etc. 
In North America the last of these saurian faunas is abundantly repre- 
sented in the lignitic beds of the West. Professor Cope has discovered 
during the past season numerous species of Lcelaps, some of which were 
of gigantic size. One of these (L. incrassatus) is represented in his col- 
lections by a large part of an under-jaw, which is rarely preserved in 
this class of animals, but three or four others having been heretofore 
discovered. This animal was about the same size as the New Jersey 
Lcelaps, but more robust. Several smaller species were obtained. 

The Sea Serpents of the Cretaceous Period. — At one of the 
recent lectures of the course of the Philadelphia Zoological society, Pro- 
fessor Cope exhibited the greater part of the skeleton of a new species of 
Elasmosaurus. The length of the vertebral column is about forty feet, 
and several feet of vertebras are wanting. The neck constitutes about 
half of the total length. The paddles of both pairs are preserved, which 
is not the case with any other specimen known. They prove to be rela- 
tively short, agreeing in this point and in the superior size of the front 
pair with a restoration he had published some years ago. The speci- 
men was found in Nebraska, and the species was named Elasmosaurus 
serpentinus. 

Professor Cope also stated that he had obtained on the Upper Missouri, 
during his expedition of the past year, a large part of the vertebral col- 
umn of the Elasmosaurus orientalis, from beds corresponding with those 
in which he had originally found it in New Jersey. This species also 
has an enormous neck, and was of more robust proportions than the 
E. serpentinus. 

The Dentition of the Herbivorous Dinosauria of the Lignit- 
ic Period. — At a recent meeting of the American Philosophical So- 
ciety, Professor Cope exhibited portions of the skulls of several herbiv- 
orous Dinosauria, the huge land reptiles that during the lignitic period 
in North America took the place of the mastodons and elephants of later 



